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DWR’s Near Term SGMA Responsibilities/Due Dates 
• Initial Basin Prioritization: §10723.4    

• Completed by January 31, 2015 

• Regulations for Modifying Groundwater Basin Boundaries:  §10722.2   

• Completed by January 1, 2016 

• Identification of Critically Overdrafted Basins: §12924 

• Completed January 2016, Updated October 2016 

• Groundwater Sustainability Plan and Alternatives Regulations: §10733.2 

• Completed May 18, 2016 

 

 

• Modifying Groundwater Basin Boundaries (Round 1)  

– Completed October 11, 2016 

• Water Available for Replenishment: §10729(c)    

– Due December 31, 2016 

• Best Management Practices: §10729(d)     

– Due January 1, 2017 

• Bulletin 118: §12924  

– Interim Update due January 2017;  

– Comprehensive Update due 2020 

 

 

• Revised Basin Prioritization 

– Estimated mid 2017 

• Alternatives Reviews 

– Begins January 1, 2017 

• Groundwater Sustainability  

 Agency Formation:  §10723    

– Due by June 30, 2017 
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Best Management Practices 



Legislation 

Water Code 10729  

(d)(1) By January 1, 2017, the department shall publish on its 
Internet Web site best management practices for the sustainable 
management of groundwater 

(2) The department shall develop the best management practices 
through a public process involving one public meeting conducted at a 
location in northern California, one public meeting conducted at a 
location in the San Joaquin Valley, one public meeting conducted at a 
location in southern California, and one public meeting of the 
California Water Commission. 



BMPs vs. GSP Regulations 
• Role of BMPs to provide clarification, technical assistance, and 

examples to help GSAs develop elements of GSPs 

• BMPs (technical assistance) vs. GSP Regulations (requirements) 

 

 

 

• GSP Regulations  

• Sec. 352.2 (Monitoring 

Protocols)  

 

 

• Sec. 352.4 (Installation 

of Monitoring Sites) 

 
(BMP #2 - Monitoring 
Networks and 
Identification of Data 
Gaps) 



Types of Information 

Info 

Standards 

Case Studies 

References 

BMPs (Technical Assistance) 
 and Guidance 



BMP Survey Responses 



BMP Survey Response Counts 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45



BMP Survey – Respondent Types 

Local Agencies

Consultants

City and County Government

Exclusive GSAs

NGO

Other Stakeholders

Private Well Owner

Regulatory Agenices
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Draft BMP Framework 

• Definitions 
• BMPs – technical assistance 

• Guidance Documents - 
informational 

• How to Utilize  
• Optional – do not create 

new requirements 

• Documents are not a 
substitute for GSP 
Regulations 

• Organization/Workflow 

• Identify Future Documents 
 

 

 



Document Organization and Use 





Tentative Draft Release Schedule 
(Dates and Documents) 

Oct 28 

Oct 28 

Nov/Dec  
2016 

Late 2016 
/Early 2017 



BMP Format and Structure 



BMP # 1 – Monitoring Protocols, 
Standards, and Sites  

• Protocols for: 

• Establishing 

Monitoring Sites 

• Measuring GW Levels 

• Sampling GW Quality 

• Monitoring Seawater 

Intrusion 

• Measuring Streamflow 

• Measuring Subsidence 

 



BMP # 2 – Monitoring Networks and 
Identification of Data Gaps 

• General 

Monitoring 

Networks 

• Improvement 

of 

Monitoring 

Network 

 

• Specific Monitoring 

Networks 



BMP # 3 – Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model 

• Characterizing 
Physical 
Components 

• Geologic and 
structural 
boundaries 

• Lateral 
boundaries 

• Bottom of the 
basin 

• Principal 
Aquifers and 
Aquitards 

• Graphical 
Representation 

• Mapping 
Requirements 

 

 



BMP # 4 – Water 
Budget (WB) 
• General WB Requirements 

• Certification 

• WB Data, Information, and 

Modeling Requirements 

• Defining Basin Area and Water 

Budget Systems 

• Accounting and Quantification of 

WB Components 

• Tabular and Graphical 

Representation of WB 

Components 

• Defining WB Time Frames 

• Current, Historical, Projected 

 

 



BMP # 5 – Modeling 

Fundamentals 
• Types of Models, Software, Uses 
• Models Used for SGMA 

 

 

 

 

 

Technical Assistance 
• Guiding Principles For Models 
• General Modeling Requirements 

https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2015/3084/fs20153084.pdf  

• Modeling Considerations 
• Addressing Sustainability Indicators 

 

 
 

• Developing Water Budgets 
• Forecasting Future Conditions, Projects, Actions 
• Assessing Impacts on Adjacent Basins 

• Groundwater Modeling Process 
• Related References and Guidance Material 

https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2015/3084/fs20153084.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2015/3084/fs20153084.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2015/3084/fs20153084.pdf


Guidance Documents – 
Outline and Checklist 



Public Meetings and Next Steps 

• After January 1, 2017 – Development of Phase II BMPs 



DWR’s Future SGMA Engagement 

23 

~ July 1, 2017 ~ 2020/2022 ~ + up to 2 years 


